
n the 21st century, assessing 
someone’s background from 
outward appearance isn’t 
enough as hidden, rather 
than visual, diversity means 
people increasingly bring
     more to the table than 

meets the eye. Whether through 

travel, nationality, race or  
ethnicity, many straddle culture  
in myriad ways.

From Cultural Fluidity, to 
Third Culture Kid, Expat, 
Third Culture Adult, Cross- 
Cultural Kid and more, the 
language to describe our in- 

between community is of utmost 
importance. Knowing the vocabu-
lary creates understanding and 
deepens our sense of belonging 
and connections to others with 
similar experiences. Here’s a quick 
overview so you can follow along 
any of our articles with ease:

Missionary Kids
Children of missionaries who travel to missions 
domestically or abroad.

Cultural Fluidity/Cultural Mobility
A term coined by Culturs founder Donnyale 
Ambrosine to characterize hidden diversity created 
by people who don’t or didn’t grow up in a homo
genous cultural environment. Culturally Fluid 
individuals may straddle nationalities, ethnicities, 
race or culture. The fluidity created allows under
standing between or among their foundational 
areas of meaningful experience. It also may hinder 
sense of belonging to any one area.

Adult Cross-Cultural Kid (ACCK)
An adult who grew up as a CrossCultural Kid.

Cross-Cultural Kid (CCK)
A term coined by author Ruth Van Reken in 2002, 
is a person who is living, has lived, or meaningfully 
interacted with two or more cultural environments 
for a significant period of time during the first 
18 years of life. This includes minoritized 
individuals living within majority culture.

Third Culture Kids (TCKs)
Coined by Sociologist Ruth Useem in the 1950s as 
a person who has spent a significant part of his or 
her developmental years outside the parents’ culture. 
The first culture is considered an individual’s 
passport culture, while the second culture consists 
of the culture(s) in which the individual has lived. 
The third culture is a result of the person’s life 
experience; this is the culture to which they most 
belong. The third culture often is where individuals 
feel community with others of similar experience.

Domestic TCK
Children who moved to various regions within the 
same country while growing up, often having to relearn 
ways of being, especially as regional differences 
in dress, speech and action are heightened in 
formative years when it is important to be accepted.

Third Culture Adult (TCA)
Coined in 2002 by Psychotherapist Paulette Bethel 
to signify individuals who travel extensively and 
are immersed in, or live in global locations after 
the age of 18 (after identity has been solidified).

Adult Third Culture Kid (ATCK)
An adult who grew up as a TCK.
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